Barron Lake Association Meeting Minutes
July 12, 2025

The meeting was called to order by President Rick Marneris at 10 a.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. In attendance were: President Rick Marneris, Vice President Tom Hable, Treasurer Jim Muckerheide, Director-at-Large Bill Newhouse, and Secretary Deb Floor. 31 members were present.

Secretary’s Report -  Deb Floor read the June 14, 2025, meeting minutes. One correction was made: change a date from Dec. 1 to Dec. 16. Motion was made and carried to approve the minutes as corrected.

Treasurer’s Report – Jim Muckerheide presented the Treasurer’s Report. 
Checking account--$12,681.81      98 members have paid their dues through 7/12/25
CD                                42,322.10
                                 ___________
                 Total           $55,003.91

Jim asked for updated email addresses and said it would be less expensive to email the postcard to residents/homeowners versus paying for postage.  A lake resident in attendance said he did not know what BLA stood for on the postcard. Motion was made and carried to approve the Treasurer’s report.

Weed Treatment—Tom Hable said the lake will be inspected next Tuesday (July 15) for invasive weeds.  Treatment will take place 7 to 10 days afterward. He noted that yellow signs will be posted in the area on the lakeside of property only if that property is being treat.

Fish Stocking— Tom Hable said we are able to stock 800 walleye fingerlings this year. He would check to see how much this will cost. Stocking would take place in October. Discussion was then held about limiting the size of the fish that are being harvested during winter ice fishing. Tom said he would check with officials regarding this matter.

Boat Launch—Tom Hable said the boat launch permit has been approved for repair on the launch on Lake Shore Drive. Work is expected to begin soon.

Old Business— Fred Fornell gave an update on the new augmentation well. He said Todd Feenstra spoke with EGLE to see what else was needed. The items needed  brief narrative, well log, geologic diagram and table of draw down and recovery) have all been given to EGLE on several occasions. He pointed out that the old well has been running and will continue to run until permission is given for new well to be turned back on.

2025 BBQ—Debby Koulentes is heading up the committee for a BBQ to be held from 4-8 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 23, at Bruno’s point. Menu will include hamburgers, hotdogs, salads, sides and desserts. It is free to association members and their immediate family. There will be a DJ from 4:30-7:30 p.m. His cost is $375. Volunteers who would like to help set up, cook, clean up, etc. should contact Debby. Motion was made, seconded and carried for cost not to exceed $3,000.

New Business— Election for board members will be conducted at the annual meeting on Aug. 9. Persons who are interested in running for an office or would like to nominate someone for the board should contact Tom Hable.

Discussion was held about the BLA contributing toward the cost of fireworks displays put on by the Kennedy and Bakerson families. It was suggested that individuals who would like to donate toward next year’s fireworks should contact the Kennedy and Bakerson families directly. The board will get the contact information on how people can donate and will post on the Barron Lake Association website.

Jodi Marneris is looking for people who would like to share their lake memories, in an attempt to preserve the lake history. These stories are posted on the Barron Lake Association website.

Lake Level Monitor—Fred Fornell said there has been some challenges with having the equipment work. There is a code sent with each unit, but Drain Commissioner Jeff Van Belle cannot find the code, and that we have asked if the county can call the company to get the code. Fred said Todd Feenstra was asked to help.

Animal trapping—Adam Bass, owner of A & R Wildlife, will speak at the August meeting to provide information on how muskrats can be trapped.

Boat traffic concerns—a person in the audience noted there was increased boat traffic during the July 4 holiday weekend and boats with no lights going at fast speeds.

The next meeting will be Saturday, Aug. 9, at 10 a.m. at the Howard Township Fire Department station.

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:02 was made, seconded and carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Deb Floor,
Secretary



